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he had assumed the royal insignia and the Maratha people
had all regarded him as their king. They therefore deem-
ed the succession of his son Shivaji as the natural descent
of the crown. But Shivaji was an idiot and Rajasbai,
Tarabai's co-wife, was sedulously pushing the claims of
her son Sambhaji. Many, therefore, of the Maratha nobles
were ready to support Shahu to avert a civil war between
Rajaram's widows. Tarabai, however, proclaimed that
Shahu was an impostor and that Sambhaji's son had died
many years before. Not to lose a weapon against the
Marathas, Aurangzib had substituted for the dead prince
another boy of the same age. Tarabai's proclamation was
not inherently improbable, since Aurangzib had adopted
this very course when, on Jasvant Sing's death, his two
sons had escaped from Delhi to Udaipuv. Tarabai com-
manded her officers to swear on milk and boilwl rice
fidelity to her son against all claimants. Three* only
obeyed. They were Parashuram Trimbak who owed to
her the office of Pratinidhi, Ramchandra Bnvdekar, who
had been won over entirely to Tarabai's cause and Sliunkar
Narayan whose reverence for Ramchandra Bavdekur im-
pelled him to adopt the views of his former nmstiT, what-
ever they were. The others would only swear fidelity to
Shivaji, provided Shahu proved to be ail impostor. Thus
the question really narrowed itself to this - was Khahu
Sambhaji's son or not ?

As Shahu rode through the mountain passes to Burhan-
pur, he for the first time learnt of Tarabai's design*** In
a hilly tract, not far from Burhanpur, lived a ssamindar
Sajjansing by name. From him Shahu begged arms and
men, and indeed he needed them, for his only troops
were his escort of fifty Rangad horse. Sajjansing promiHod
Shahu his support, Encouraged by the zamindar's
adhesion, Shahu sent letters to the chief Maratha leaders
appealing to their loyalty. The first to join him was
Parsoji Bhosle. The next was a robber baron named
Amritrao Kadam Bande, who had a castle at Kokarmauda